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140 NOTICES OF BOOKS 

Beschreibung der Glyptothek zu Miinchen. Von A. FURTWANGLER; zweite 
Auflage, besorgt von PAUL WOLTERS. Pp. vii. + 418. Munich: Buchholz, 1910. 
M. 3. 50. 

The interest of this new edition centres in the Aeginetan sculptures; for since the 

publication of Furtwangler's catalogue in 1900 his discoveries at Aegina and his 

investigation of the evidence have revolutionised our notions as to the composition of the 

pediments and the restoration of the individual figures. He had himself made some 
notes for the revision of the catalogue; and his great publication 'Aegina' supplies all 
the necessary data. These have now been worked into the present catalogue with a care 
and thoroughness for which Prof. Wolters' name is a sufficient guarantee; his piety 
towards his predecessor has led him to state Furtwangler's views rather than to modify 
or criticise them. The date of publication was too early for a reference to Dr. Mackenzie's 
reconstruction of the E. pediment in the British School Annual xv.; a catalogue would 

hardly be the place for discussion, but an indication of Prof. Wolters' views would have 
been welcome. Another addition consists in some new evidence as to provenience 
recovered from Valesi's Fabbriche di Verona, 1753, and from documents left by Haller. 
The new indexes are useful; another that might be suggested is a table of the contents of 
the plates of Furtwlingler's Aegina in relation to the catalogue numbers; it is not easy 
to find and identify all the fragments there figured. 

Landschaftliche Elemente in der griechischen' Kunst bis Polygnot. 
By MARGRET HEINEIANN, Dr. Phil. Pp. 104. Bonn: Friedrich Cohen, 1910. 
19 Illustrations. 

Miss Heinemann aims at tracing out the appearances of landscape in Greek Art. She 

rightly takes the problem as one dealing with the setting of the patterns within a single 
field of vision rather than with the presence or absence of natural forms. But in places 
her aim is diverted. The relative novelty of Cretan excavation leads the writer to 

enumerate in detail the various naturalistic motives used in Minoan Art. She succumbs 

also to the fascinating game of distributing the different seventh and sixth century vase 

fabrics to their supposed centres of origin. The latter half of the essay is concentrated 

on a detailed analysis of certain specimens of Attic black- and red-figured pottery. But 

no enumeration of the naturalistic elements used in design will solve the problem in its 

strict sense. It is the use of such elements in subordination to the single effect of the 

whole which distitnguishes landscape and consequently landscape elements from design in 

general. And for this we require fuller evidence from remains, especially of the long 

period between the Mycenaean age and the age of the Hellenistic relief. The well-worn 
theme of the Shield of Achilles and the indications of environment on Attic vase designs 
take us but a little way. It may be that the final disappearance of painting in all its 

higher forms makes the development of landscape in Greek Art insoluble. But a 

collection of extant remains in which the artist shows himself primarily a landscapist 
and secondarily a designer would be of greater value than such a compilation as the 

present, careful and comprehensive as it is. 

Greek Papyri in the British Museum: Catalogue, with Texts. Vol. iv.: 
The Aphrodito Papyri. By H. I. BELL; with an appendix of Coptic Papyri by 
W. E. CRUM. Pp. xlviii+648. London, 1911. ?4. 

The fourth volume of the British Museum Catalogue of non-literary papyri has a homo- 

geneous character which was not possessed by its predecessors. Though considerably 
larger than any of the previous volumes, it relates to a single find of papyri, dealing with 
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the affairs of a single district and covering only a short period of time. The district is 
that of Aphrodito (the earlier 'An/po~lrrl ~ rrdX, the modern Kom Ishgau, famous for the 

discovery of the Cairo Menander papyrus), and the period is the early part of the eighth 
century, a period hitherto very scantily represented by original documents. The 
collection now acquired by the British Museum and edited by Mr. Bell consists of the 
administrative papers of the pagarchy of Aphrodito,--the pagarchy being (as Mr. Bell has 

already shown in this Journal xxviii. pp. 100 f.) the unit of administration at this date, 
in place of the ancient nome. The most interesting section of these papers consists of 
official letters from the Arab Governor of Egypt, Kurrah b. Sharik, to the Greek pagarch, 
Basilius; the most extensive section is that which contains the accounts of the 
revenue of the district. Both throw much light on the early Arab administration of 

Egypt, and will be of considerable interest to future historians of the Mohammedan 

empire. Some of the official orders have Arabic counterparts, and there is a considerable 

group of Coptic documents, which have been edited by Mr. Crum ; but the great bulk of 
the collection is in Greek. The Greek is fluent, but ungrammatical, and is rendered 
somewhat unintelligible by a very haphazard system of punctuation. Palaeographically 
these papyri form an important link between the previously known documents of the 
seventh century and the earliest vellum minuscules of the ninth ; some specimens have 
been published by the New Palaeographical Society, and in the atlas attached to vol. iii. 
of the British Museum Catalogue. The editing of these documents, and especially of the 
accounts, has presented extraordinary difficulties of interpretation, which have been dealt 
with by Mr. Bell with the most admirable skill and patience. The volume is a monument 
of labour, and it is to be regretted that there can necessarily be few who will be in a 
position to appreciate it properly. 

The Influence of Wealth in Imperial Rome. By W. S. DAVIs. Pp. xi+340. 
New York: Macmillan Co. 1910. 8s. 6d. net. 

The idea of this book is good: it sets out to trace the influence of money and of the 
commercial spirit throughout the period of Roman greatness. But the idea is not 
consistently carried out. The greater part of the book is concerned with the social life 
of the Empire, and, though the account is well arranged and interesting, it hardly 
justifies the author's claim to have approached the subject from a new point of departure : 
it differs little in point of view from such works as those of Friedhinder and Professor 
Dill, to which an obligation is acknowledged, and does not aim at their compre- 
hensiveness. Professor Davis makes the common error of treating the whole period of 
Roman rule too much as a single unit; instances to illustrate a statement are taken 
indiscriminately from the first century or the third, and little attempt is made to trace a 
development. But, in spite of this, the book could be recommended to the class of 
readers for which it is intended as a vigorous and well-proportioned description of 
Roman Society, if it were not for the inaccuracies which disfigure it. To take a few 
instances only, the Republican taxes are said to have been a fluctuating tithe collected by 
publicani in Sardinia and Greece as well as in Sicily and Asia, and the whole evil of 
tax-farming is over emphasised. The importance of the Italian vine-culture in the period 
of the early Empire is underestimated : grazing is said to have been the only profitable 
pursuit. The hostility of the Emperors to the Senatorial class is exaggerated. And 
though abundant use is rightly made of the letters of the younger Pliny, they are often 
misinterpreted. Misprints in the spelling of proper names are surprisingly frequent. 
Finally, although the book is not intended primarily for the advanced scholar, there is 
little to commend the highly imaginative account in the first chapter of the financial 
crisis of A.D. 33. 
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